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Britain was emerging from a World War 

and had a huge national debt. Much bigger 

than the one we face today. Did we see 

painful cut backs and austerity measures? 

No, quite the opposite. We saw the birth of 

our National Health Service and the 

Welfare State. The UK was the first 

country to make health care, social care 

and financial security accessible to all.  

1948 saw the launch of ground-breaking 

new laws designed to protect and care for 

everybody in our society, including 

universal unemployment benefits, 

universal child benefits, disability benefits, 

rights to housing and the signing of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

1948: a year when the Olympics were last 

in town; and the people of Britain were, at 

last, looking forward to the future.  

Britain back then really was “all in it 

together”. The future looked better than 

the past. So, we partied in the streets and 

dreamt of what we could achieve as people 

and as a country.  

 

Let’s go on a journey back in time 

to the year 1948 ... 

 
 

Fast forward to 2012 and things feel rather 

different. The government is not playing 

fair: its spending cuts are the deepest for 

decades and it’s cheating ordinary people 

by forcing them to suffer for an economic 

crisis they didn’t cause.  

The government is also lying: it actively 

enables big business to dodge tax and 

slashes tax rates for the wealthy. Right 

now, for us, for ordinary people in this 

country, the future’s not what it used to be.  

So now is the time to party like it was 1948. 

Street parties are going to be all the rage 

for the Queen’s Jubilee. But let’s make 

ours have a twist.  

On Saturday 26
th

 May join UK Uncut’s 

Great British Street Party to demand that 

we keep our public services, our rights and 

our welfare system and to celebrate a new 

future that isn’t dictated to us by a handful 

of millionaires but decided by us all – 

together.  

Join Notts Uncut at 12 noon on Listergate 

outside Topshop. For more info find us on 

Facebook – Notts-Uncut Part-of UK-

Uncut, Twitter @nottsuncut or look for 

event info on Nottingham Indymedia.  


